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round, and that therefore to him there was no advantage
over his fellows, which would have made the increase of real
value and delight

Connected with these increases in salutes there occurred
the following incident, which will at least help to illustrate
the astuteness of the native retainer, and the danger of assum-
ing that he is ignorant of the English language.

For months prior to the Proclamation, the question of the
rewards to native chiefs, to be announced on the occasion,
had been under the consideration of the Viceroy. The sub-
ject was confidential, and did not go through the offices, but
was discussed in demi-official letters that passed between
the Private Secretary to the Viceroy and the Agents to the
Governor-General of the territories to which the Agents were
accredited. One of these high officers either did not lock
up the correspondence, or a key of his desk was procured.
Anyhow the great man's Jemadar, or native officer of orderlies,
who attends his master at home and abroad, and is in some-
what the same position as that of the Jtiger about a German
potentate, got at the correspondence, and being able to read
English, profited thereby. Learning that it was proposed to

increase the salute of the Rajah of A-----from ir guns to 13

guns, of the Maharajah of F----- from 13 guns to 15 guns,

and so on with half a dozen more, he repaired to these
Chiefs in turn, saying, "Your Highness, I believe, would
wish for an increase of your salute?" His Highness said
there was nothing nearer to his heart than that desire.
"Well/7 continued the Jemadar, *M am not sure, but I think
"I may be able to advance your wish. The subject is very
difficult, but, as your Highness knows, I have some influence
with the Agent, and it shall be used to the best of my ability,
Of reward, I ask for none unless I succeed, If the salute is
increased, then perhaps a remembrance of one thousand rupees
to this slave for his services will not appear excessive. If I
fail, I ask for nothing. No increase, no rupees." A bargain
Qn these terms was immediately struck, and the astute
went the round of all the chiefs on the list, and